
Between Lotus and Lola 
 
JOCHEN RINDT 
a race driver opera 
 
The Salzburg Rallye Club (S.R.C.) and the artists' network Lawine Torrèn are 
producing an opera about the tragic death of the racing driver Jochen Rindt. The world 
premiere will be staged in the twilight of July 30th, 2009 at the Salzburg Ring, Austria. 
 
On August 30th 1970, the 28-year-old Austrian racing driver, and subsequent Formula 
1 world champion, drove his last race for the "Festival Prize of the City of Salzburg". 
Six days later he died in a training accident at Monza. The performance is set at the 
original location and features the original racecars. An international ensemble of 
dancers, singers and actors are going to reconstruct those last days of Austria's only 
national hero in a dramatic opera with the essence of a documentary. 
 
Alongside John Lennon, Neil Armstrong and Janis Joplin, a name from Austria 
appeared on the horizon of fame during the revolutionary years of the beat music from 
1967 to 1970: Jochen Rindt. Be it in his raccoon coat or his full-face helmet, nobody 
else epitomised the new era as pointedly and nonchalantly as Rindt. 
 
How it all happened, how it looked, how it felt, how it smelled, how it sounded, how it 
roared, how love was, where the doubts arose from, how courage was nurtured - all 
this is what the racing driver opera is about - in the style of a docudrama, bearing the 
hallmarks of Lawine Torrèn. "As tragic as the end of this hero of the pop-era was, we 
remember him with the sentiment that he did not die for nothing. Often, the triteness of 
his accidental death flagrantly contradicts the myths of heroism and redemption 
following him. Accommodating both at the same time, the simplicity and the 
uniqueness of this hero and his time, is our very concern", says director Hubert Lepka. 
 
An advisory board provides a platform for those who also wish to personally support 
the project with their knowledge or financially, allowing them to be close to the action, 
from development to completion - the world premiere. 
 
World Premiere: Thursday, July 30th, 2009, Salzburg Ring, Austria 
Further Performances: July 31st, August 1st and 2nd 2009 
Doors open at 8 p.m. 
Tickets from euro 36.-- 
Advance Booking: oeticket.com, Tel.: 0043 (0)1 96096 
 
Team 
Music: Peter Valentin 
Text: Joey Wimplinger 
Film and Video: Stefan Aglassinger 
Lighting design: Frank Lischka 
Ensemble: Lawine Torrèn 
Executive Producer: Klaudia Gründl de Keijzer 
Idea and directed by: Hubert Lepka 
Production: Salzburg Rallye Club S.R.C. (Hermann Schwarz, Thomas Matzelberger, 
Gert Pierer) and Lawine Torrèn 
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